
 
2026 CANOE POLO SELECTION HANDBOOK 

ATHLETE APPLICATION 

Application forms for players must be submitted upon entering a selection event. 
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OVERVIEW 

This document is intended to be read alongside Paddlesport South Africa’s Selection Procedures By-Law; 
Team Managers Manual; and Team Members By-Law. A copy of these can be found in The Paddlers 
Handbook available on the Paddlesport South Africa website (www.paddlesportsa.co.za ). 

EVENTS AND TEAMS 

This document sets out the selection criteria for athletes wanting to be selected to compete at the below 
events hereafter referred to as ‘The Tour’. 

2026 ICF Canoe Polo World Championships: 15-20 September 2026 in Duisberg, Germany 

Teams: 

● Senior Men 

● u21 Men 

● u21 Women 

SELECTION PANEL 

Convenor of selectors: 

● Clive Whitton 

Selection Panel: 

● Clive Whitton 
● Donovan Wewege 

● Selected Coaches (if not on the panel already): 

o u21 Men 

o u21 Women 

o Senior Men 

SELECTION PROCEDURES 

The selection procedures for The Tour follows Paddlesport South Africa’s Selection Procedures By-Law. 
Additional information, procedures & conditions for selection for The Tour are outlined below: 

● Selections will be based on, but not limited to, the following areas: 
o Fitness 

▪ Based off regular reporting of gym and flat water tests from club coach 
o Individual play 
o Team play 
o Game knowledge 

● Athletes are required to attend a minimum of two (2) Selection Events. 
● The Selection Panel reserves the right to not select teams for The Tour based on, but not limited to: 

o Poor performance standards 
o Insufficient number of available athletes 

  

http://www.paddlesportsa.co.za/
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SELECTION EVENTS 

Selections for The Tour will be held on the following dates: 

● Regional WP 

● SA Champs 

● Regional GP 

Please Note: Dates and venues may change. Any changes will be communicated to you by Team 
Management. 

ATHLETE OBLIGATIONS 

Each athlete in the squad will be required to: 

● Abide by the Paddlesport South Africa Team Members By-Law. A copy of this can be found in The 
Paddlers Handbook available on the Paddlesport South Africa website (www.paddlesportsa.co.za ); 

● Keep a record of training programmes, as outlined by Team Management; 
● Attend training camps and tournaments, as outlined by Team Management; 
● Ensure that they are in possession of a valid passport (valid for 6 months after The Tour); 
● Ensure that the relevant documentations are acquired in good time in order to meet the travel 

requirements as outlined by Team Management; 
● Be a paid up member in full of PSA at the time of the selection events as well as for the 

competition period; 
● Be fully compliant with the deposit policy of the tour 

TOUR & FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

● Selected athletes will be provided with the necessary information regarding their travel, 
equipment, funding and visa requirements by Team Management. 

● Due to budgetary constraints, Paddlesport South Africa is not in the position to provide financial 
support for The Tour. Athletes will therefore be required to cover the costs themselves. 

● A comprehensive budget will be made available by Team Management. 
● An application will be submitted to the board to make the Athlete Tour Fund available to cover tour 

manager and coaches travel. This will be outlined in the budget provided by Team Management. 

DATES 

An outline of dates relative to The Tour are: 

Date Event 

10th May 2026 Announcement of selected squads for The Tour 

June -  August 2026 Multiple Team Training Camp, venues & dates will be confirmed 

15-20  September 2026 ICF Canoe Polo World Championships, Duisburg, Germany 

Please Note: Dates and venues may change. Any changes will be communicated to you by Team 
Management. 

RATIFICATION OF SELECTION 

A list of the selected teams for The Tour will be submitted to the PSA Board by the Canoe Polo Committee 
for ratification before the announcement of the teams is made. 

  

http://www.paddlesportsa.co.za/
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AWARDING OF COLOURS 

It is the discretion of the Selection Panel & Committee to make a recommendation to the PSA Board for the 
appropriate Colour Awards for The Tour, to be approved by the PSA Board. 

If it is deemed by the Selection Panel & Committee that a minimum standard for The Tour has not been 
met the application for Colours may be withheld. This decision will be communicated at the final selection 
event. 

 

KIT REQUIREMENTS 

● Only PSA approved national kit may be worn when on tour 
● The expected kit to be worn while traveling to Europe will be specified by the tour manager 
● The minimum requirements for the kit required will be specified by the tour manager 
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ATHLETE DECLARATION 

FULL NAME:  

PSA NUMBER:  

RSA ID NUMBER:  

DATE OF BIRTH:  

PASSPORT NUMBER:  

PASSPORT EXPIRY DATE:  

PHONE NUMBER:  

EMAIL:  
 

Please tick the applicable box below to indicate which team you wish to be selected for: 

SENIOR MEN’S TEAM:  

U21 MEN’S TEAM:  

U21 WOMEN’S TEAM:  
 
 

I hereby acknowledge that: 

1. I have read and understood the Selection Handbook as well as the PSA By-Laws and acknowledge the terms, conditions 
and obligations contained therein, and which terms, conditions and obligations are imposed upon me as a result of my 
selection to a Team. 

2. I have been provided with a copy of the Paddlesport South Africa Selection Procedures and the South African Team 
Selection Criteria Supplement for the South African Team to compete in the events. I agree to abide by the terms and 
conditions of these Selection Policies. 

3. There will be some personal expenses involved in attending the Selection Events, camps, events, and tours as outlined in 
the Selection Handbook and I accept full responsibility for my expenses. I understand that I will not be eligible to travel 
with the team nor compete in events if I have any of these monies outstanding on the date of departure of the team. 

4. I hereby state that: (a) I am a fully paid up current member of a canoe club affiliated to a provincial union member of PSA; 
(b) I do not have any outstanding accounts with PSA that are in arrears; and (c) I agree that I shall meet the ICF‘s eligibility 
requirements. 

5. I am subject to drug testing by the South African Sports Drug Agency and/or ICF, and will comply with both Paddlesport 
South Africa‘s and the International Canoe Federations Anti- Doping By-Law 

6. I will maintain a designated level of fitness as determined by Paddlesport South Africa and a standard of competitiveness 
prior to the relevant event for which I have been selected and will not participate in any races or event unless sanctioned 
by the Sprint Committee. 

7. No drinking of alcohol is permitted by Juniors while on overseas tours or attending training camps in South Africa. Should 
a junior found to have been drinking, he or she will be expelled from the team, sent home immediately and subject to 
confirmation at a Disciplinary Tribunal, be stripped of any National or Federation Colours. 

8. Any athlete selected to represent South Africa, or the Federation shall conduct him or herself with the dignity and 
decorum as befits a representative of one's country or Federation. Failure to do so will result in the athlete being expelled 
from the team and, subject to a Disciplinary Inquiry, be stripped of any National or Federation Colour awards.  

 

SIGNED:  DATE:  

 

Full Names and Signature of Parent/Guardian:  

(To be completed in the event that the athlete is 18 years or younger on the date as completed above) 
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