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Introduction

As | reflect on the past year, it gives me immense pride to present this report on behalf of
PaddleSport South Africa. The past twelve months have been both transformative and
inspiring, as our community has continued to grow in strength, unity, and excellence across
all disciplines of paddling. We have faced challenges, embraced change, and achieved
milestones that have further solidified our Federation’s standing both nationally and
internationally.

The Name Change — A New Era for Our Federation

One of the most significant moments in our Federation’s history took place on 1 April 2025,
when Canoeing South Africa officially became PaddleSport South Africa (PaddleSportSA).
This change aligns us with the evolving international landscape of paddling sports and
anticipates the international federation’s name change in 2026. The rebranding reflects our
vision for inclusivity and unity across all paddling disciplines — sprinting, slalom, ocean
racing, flatwater and river marathons, canoe polo, stand-up paddling and waveski —under
one forward-looking identity. This evolution is not merely a change in name, but a
statement of intent about our direction and values as a modern sports federation.

National Teams and International Competitions

The 2025 competitive season was rich with opportunity and success. Our athletes
represented South Africa with distinction in various international events and tours,
continuing to showcase the depth of talent we possess.



Across disciplines—from sprint to marathon, to ocean racing, our paddlers earned multiple
medals, and podium finishes that have brought pride to the nation. Each tour provided not
only valuable experience for our elite athletes, but also inspiration for the next generation
of paddlers developing through our national programs.

We acknowledge and celebrate the following medals and achievements:

Sprint World Cup Szeged — Hamish Lovemore: Silver medal K1 1000m

Sprint World Championships Milan — Hamish Lovemore: Silver medal K1 5000m

World Games Chengdu — Hamish Lovemore: Silver medal short course and long course
World Marathon Championships:

Jade Wilson: Bronze medal K1 U23

Keegan Vogt: Silver medal K1 Junior, and Bronze medal K2 Junior

Ryley Smith: Bronze medal K2 Junior

Andy Birkett: Silver medal K1 Senior

World Ocean Racing Championships:

Ellen Stydom — Silver medal SS1 Junior

Sam Mocke — Gold medal SS1 Junior

Georgia Singe — Silver medal SS1 U23

Matt Coetzer — Silver medal SS1 U23

Jade Wilson — Bronze medal SS1 U23

Kira Bester — World Champion

Further, our winning combinations in the SS2 mixed categories.

We acknowledge the immense effort behind the scenes, the coaches and family support, as
we had athletes competing at the following competitions this past year:

Sprinting: World Cup Szeged, Azerbaijan Presidents Cup, Auronzo International Regatta
Italy, Junior & U23 World Championships Montemor, Senior World Championships Milan,

Olympic Hopes Racice

Marathon: World Games Chengdu, World Marathon Championships Gyor



Slalom: World Cups, Junior & U23 World Championships Foix, Senior World Championships
Penrith

Canoe Polo: African Championships Western Cape
SUP: World Championships Abu Dhabi

Further, new national kit was launched in line with a new Olympic cycle and the Federation
name change.

Hosting the 2025 ICF Ocean Racing World Championships

A true highlight of the year was the successful hosting of the ICF Ocean Racing World
Championships, held in Durban from 17 to 19 October 2025. This event placed
PaddleSportSA and South Africa at the centre of the global paddling community.

The competition was marked by world-class organization, viral social media reels, and
outstanding performances from both local and international athletes. Our heartfelt thanks
go to the organizing committee, sponsors, and volunteers for making this a resounding
success. The event demonstrated our ability to deliver international-standard competitions
and left a lasting legacy for the sport in the region.

Funding

We acknowledge the support received from the Department of Sport, Art and Culture
(DSAC) each year. However, this past funding cycle our annual grant was reduced, by half,
midway through the funding year.

National Federations had already signed three-year agreements with the Department, to
provide stability in planning, and we were in the third year of that agreement.

Our Board had already approved the budget for the year, as per the agreement, however, in
July 2025 we received notification of the reduced amount.

Our federation has an active, and long-standing, development and transformation program.
We have continuously been challenged to meet the requirements of the National Sports
Plan with the funding that is received. A cut of 50%, in this already inadequate funding, will
leave the federation no option but to scale back, which will result in the closing or curtailing
of many of our initiatives, which have taken years to develop.

Having to cut our grass roots development program’s does not auger well for the future
sustainability of the sport.
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None of these achievements would be possible without the dedication and passion of the
many people who form the backbone of our Federation.

e Our Secretary General, Colin Simpkins, our only full time employee, Janet Simpkins,
development co-ordinator, Linda Ulrich, online system and Katherine Atkinson,
finance controller - thank you for your professionalism, hard work, and the steady



guidance you provide daily in keeping our operations running smoothly. The tasks
that this small team undertook this past year goes above and beyond requirements.
My sincere thanks to you all.

e Our Board: | extend sincere appreciation to the PaddleSportSA Board for their
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period of transformation.
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Conclusion

As we close this chapter and look ahead to the coming year, | am deeply grateful for the
trust placed in me to lead PaddleSport South Africa. Together, we have navigated a year of
change and achievement, and | am confident that we are well-positioned to embrace the
opportunities that lie ahead. Our new identity, our renewed purpose, and our shared
passion for the water will continue to drive us forward as one united paddling community.

With gratitude,
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Kira Bester — World Ocean Racing Champion



Hamish Lovemore — Sprint World Championships Medalist



